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HEARING OFFICER BRONSTEIN: Good evening.
My name 1s Philip Bronstein. I''m an attorney
licensed to practice law in the State of
Illinois. And I've been selected by the Chief
Executive Cfficer to serve as independent
hearing cofficer in the matter of the propoecsal
te close Emmet Schcol. I.

Have no relationship with the
Board, nor have any relationship with Chicago
Public Schools, its employees or staff, local
school councill, or any labor organization or
charter or contract school,

The purpecse of this hearing is to
allow me to receive public comment from
concerned persons, including representatives of
the CEC, members of the Local School Council,
parents and guardians of students, students
themselves, principals, faculty and staff,
union representatives, and generally members of

the public, concerns concerning the CEO's

proposal.

I will review documents submitted
to ascertain that notice is compliant with

pertinent statutes and guidelines issued by the
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CEO.

The schedule -- the record will
reflect that this hearing is scheduled to
commence at 8:00 o'clock on April 17th, 2013,
at 125 South Clark, and that, in fact, this
hearing has commenced on the notice date, time
and place.

There's a certified court
reporter present who will transcribe the
proceedings this evening.

Also present is a Spanish
language and sign interpreter who will assist
as needed.

At this point is there anybody
that will be speaking that will need a Spanish
language or sign interpreter? Thank you.

This hearing will conclude at
10:00 p.m. or when the last speaker who was
signed up to complete their remarks, whichever
cccurs first,

The record, however, in this
proceeding will remain open until 5:00 p.m.
tomorrow, 5:00 p.m. April 18th.

So 1f you wish to submit any
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writings or documents, you may do so until 5:00
o'clock tomorrow. And thoese should be
submitted to the general counsel's office. And
they will certainly get to me and they will be
part of the record in these proceedings.

All written material, documents
and public comment will be considered in the
preparation of a summary report issued to the
CEC no later than May 5th.,

CEO will include this report and
any recommendations submitted to the Board.

It 1s my understanding that the
proposal will be considered by the Board at its
May meeting.

To ensure an accurate
stenographic recordlof these proceedings, it's
vital that while somebody is speaking, that the
room remailn quiet.

I need tc hear and mocre
importantly the court reporter also needs to be
able to accurately transcribe.

Only those signed up to speak
will be permitted to do so.

When your name is called, kindly
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apprcach the lectern, state and spell vyour
name, and 1f you'd also kindly provide any
affiliation.

Speakers will be limited to two
minutes, and you will be reminded when you've
reached the two-minute Ilimitation and will be
asked to conclude your remarks.

Now, the CEC will be presenting
first this evening. And be aware when the CEOQ
presents, that does nct cpen up the floor to
any questions, question-and-answer session.
This is a presentation only.

When the CEO concludes their
presentaticn, then I will receive public
comment from those present who have signed up
to speak.

Speakers will be called up in the
order in which they have signed up.

I would like now to hear from the
assistant general counsel, Mr. Joseph Gergeni

MR. GERGENI: Gocod evening, your Honor.
My name is Joe Gergeni. I'm an attorney in the
Chicago Board of Fducation Law Department.

T'm appearing before you today in
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connecticn with the proposal of the Chief
Executive Cfficer, or CEOQC, of the Chicago
Public Schools to close Robert Emmet Elementary
School and welcome returning students at Edward
K. Ellington Elementary School, or Ellington,
and Oscar DePriest School or DePriest.

At this time, I would like to
tender to you and ask you to admit into the
reccrd the CEC's compiled Exhibit 1, a binder
of documents being submitted for vyour
censideration in support of the proposal.

HEARING CFFICER BRONSTEIN: It will be
received and made part of the record in this
proceeding. Thank you.

MR. GERGONI: A copy of this binder is
also available here in the Becard chambers on a
ledge beside me for public view.

The binder consists of
documentary evidence and written statements
demonstrating that the CEQO's proposal complies
with the requirements of the Illinois Schcol
Code and the CEO's guidelines for school
actions.

Specifically, written statements
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and documents demonstrate the following: At
tab A, the binder includes notice letters to
the parents and guardians of students, staff
members and Local Schocl Ccuncils at Emmet,
DePriest and Ellington, accompanied by draft
transition plans.

The notice letters and draft
transition plans, one, describe the basis of
the proposal; two, explain how the proposal
meets the criteria of guidelines; three,
identify supports for students' safety and
security, academic, socilal and emoctional needs,
and specifically supports for students with
disabilities, students in temporary living
situations and FEnglish language learners; and
four, identify the students' option to enroll
in a higher-performing school, provide
information on choice of schools, and identify
transportation where practicable.

Tab A also includes the notice of
the schedule of community meetings and hearings
published in the newspaper and affidavits
attesting te the delivery of notice to the

Emmet, DePriest and Ellington parents or
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guardians, school staff, Local Schecol Council,
members and elected officials.

Finally, tab A Includes an
affidavit attesting the proper publication of,
one, the list of gualified independent hearing
officers and draft guidelines for school
actions before November 1lst; two, the finalized
guidelines for schocl actions following a
2l-day public comment period; three, the
proposals before March 31st and at least 15
calendar days before the first community
meeting; and, four, summaries of the community
meetings within five days after the meeting.

The summary from the April 10th
community meeting was posted on or
before -- was posted on or before April 15th
within five days after the meeting.

Please note the second community
meeting took place on Monday, April 15th, and
the summary will be posted on or before
Saturday, April Z0th.

I will supplement the record by
sending you a copy of this summary and an

affidavit attesting proper publication of this
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summary by 5:00 p.m. on Mcnday, April 22nd.

At tab B, the binder includes the
Illincis S8chool Code provisions, designated
powers of the Board, and outlining the process
for school actions.

This tab also includes the
Board's policy on school performance,
remediation and probation for the 2011/2012
year, and the policy on the review and
establishment of school attendance boundaries.

Alsc at tab B are Chicago Public
School space utilization standards and CEO
guidelines for schoél action for the 2012/2013
school vyear.

Finally, at tab B includes the
CEO's procedures for public hearing on procposed
school closings.

At tab C, the binder includes
written evidence in support of the CEOQO's
proposal,

Tab C contains transcripts from
the two communities meetings to elicit public
comment held at a lcocation convenient to the

Emmet, DePriest and Ellington School
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communities, and a summary from the April 10th
meeting.

Again, T will supplement the
record by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, April 22nd, with
a summary from the second community meeting.

Tab C includes the written
statement of Patrick Payne.

The accompanying presentation
demonstrating Emmet's underutilization and
space available at DePriest and Elliott
facilities to welcome students without
exceeding their enrollment efficiency range.
And map of tThe proposed attendance area
boundary change.,

Tab C also includes the written
statement of Chandra James and accompanying
documents which demonstrate DePriest and
Ellington status as higher performing schools,
and outline the supports offered the students
as they transition,

At this time, T request the CEQ's
compile Exhibit 1 be admitted into the record.

HEARING OFFICER BRONSTEIN: It's received

and admitted into the record.
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MR. GERGENT: Your Honor, I would now like
te dintroduce the CEO's representative, Patrick
Payne, who will make a presentation in support
of the proposal. This statement is located in
the binder at tab 20.

HEARING OFFICER BRCONSTEIN: Good evening,
Mr. Payne.

MR. PAYNE: Good evening, your Honor. My
name is Patrick Payne, and T am a portfolioc
planner for the Chicago Public Schools.

I've been in this position since
March of 2012,

As a portfolio planner I manage
strategic planning to improve the utilization
of the CPS facilities.

Prior to becoming a portfolioc
planner, I worked as an analyst for Wells Fargo
and a strategy consultant.

I have a bachelor's of science
from Drake University and master's of business
administration from the University of Chicago,
Booth School of Business.

I've been asked to appear at

this hearing today to convey to you, the
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parents, and the community, as well asg
interested members of the public in attendance
infeormation regarding space utilization of the
Emmet facility with respect to the proposal to
clcse Emmet.

According to the chief executive
officer's guidelines for the 2012/2013 school
year, the CEO may propose to close a school 1f
it is underutilized based on the CP3 space
utilization standards and student enrollment
numbers recorded on the 20th attendance day for
the 2012/2013 school year.

The CEC may only propose a
closure 1f the impacted students have the
option to enrcll in a higher performing school
and the resulting space utilization after the
closure will not exceed the facility's
enrolliment efficiency range as defined by the
CPS space utilization standards.

I will discuss the details
regarding the space utilization of this
proposal, while my dolleague Chandra James will
discuss the performance of the welcoming school

and highlight the supports being offered in the
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draft transition plan.

Emmet is currently located at
5500 West Madison Street. Emmet is an
elementary schcol that as of the 20th day of
attendance for the 2012/2013 school year serves
458 students in the pre-kindergarten and K
through eighth grades.

To understand the enrollment
efficiency range of a facility, Chicago Public
Schools utilizes its space utilization
standards, which are lcocated in your binder at
tab 114.

The enrollment efficiency range
is plus or minus 20 percent of the facility's
ideal enrcllment.

For elementary schocl buildings
the ideal enrcllment is defined as the number
of allotted homerooms multiplied by 30. The
number of allotted homeroom classrocms is
approximately 76 to.77 percent of the total
classrooms avallable.

As an elementary school's
enrollment increases above the efficliency

range, the schocl may be considered overcrowded
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as programming options are reduced or
compromised.

As an elementary school's
enrollment decreases below the efficiency
range, the school may be considered
underutilized as classrooms are unused or
poorly programmed, making use of the limited
resources less effective.

A typical elementary school
building has a total of 39 classrooms.
Therefore, the number of allotted homercoms,
approximately 76 to 77 percent of 39, is 30
classrooms. Multiplying 30 by 30 egquals the
ideal enrollment of 900.

Finally, the enrcollment
efficiency range is plus or minus 20 percent of
900 which is 720 to 1080.

If a school's in this typical
elementary school building has enrollment below
720, it would be considered underutilized.
Alternatively, i1f the school's enrollment was
above 1080, it would be overcrowded.

There are 30 and a half total

classrooms within the Emmet facility. The half
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indicates the presence of one or more small
classrcoms. Approximately 76 to 77 percent of
this number is 23, the number of allotted
homercoms, 23 multiplied by 30 yields the
ideal enrollment of the facility which is €90.

As such, the enrolliment
efficiency range of the Emmet facility is
between 552 and 828 students.

As I stated, the enrollment of
Emmet as of the 2Z20th day of attendance for the
2012/2013 school year i1s 458. 458 is below the
enrclilment efficiency range and thus the
school's underutilized.

The CEC has proposed that the
students from Emmet be welcomed at Oscar
bDePriest Elementary School, or DePriest, and
Edward K. Ellington, or Ellington.

Because there are multiple
welcoming schools designated for Emmet, as a
guide to Emmet parents I would like to explain
the details of the proposed student
reassignment plan.

Parents of returning Emmet

students can determine which of the two
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welcoming schocls the students are reassigned
to in cne of three ways. First, by checking
with the principal. The principal of Emmet was
preovided a list of all Emmet students and their
designated welcoming school,

Second, by checking with staff
tonight. Immediately following the conclusion
of this hearing, I will have and share, the
gtudent's specific designated information
regarding the welcoming school for parents.

Third, by mail. Letters to all
parents have been sent to the student's home
address of record with the same information.

For Emmet students who currently
iive within the.Emmet attendance area, their
assigned welcoming school is the schocl whose
future attendance area boundary they will
reside in, either DePriest or Ellington. T
will describe the proposed attendance area
beoundary adjustments in just a few moments.

For Emmet students who currently
live outside of the Emmet attendance area,
their assigned welcoming school was chosen

based on proximity to the student's hcme
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address and availability of space,

If this proposal i1s approved by
the Board of Education and the City of Chicago,
the resulting space utilization will not exceed
the enrollment efficiency ranges of DePriest or
Ellington as defined by the CPS8 space
utilization standards.

DePriest has 40 total classrooms.
Approximately 76 to 77 percent of this number
is 30, the number of allotted hcomercoms. This
number multiplied by 30 yields the idesal
enroliment of the facility, which is 900. As
such, the enrocllment efficiency range of the
DePriest facility is between 720 and 1080
students. DePriest currently has 559 students
enrclled. Ellington has 40 total classrooms.
Approximately 76 to 77 percent of this number
is 30, the number of allotted homercoms. This
number multiplied by 30 yields the ideal
enrollment of the facility which is 900.

As such, the enrollment
efficiency range of the Ellington facility is
between 720 and 1080 students.

Ellington currently has 337
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students enrolled,.

" Az & side note, your Honor, T
want toe recognize that our initial classroom
count understated the number of total
classrooms at the Ellington facility, and the
actual ideal enrollment capacity was verified
duriﬁg our annual facility room count audit.

To demonstrate that each of the
two welcoming schocls will operate within the
enrollment efficiency range if the Board
approves the closure of Emmet and fully explain
the enrollment trend asscciated with these
schools, I'd like direct your attention to the
screen.

Projected is a slide that shows
the enrollment trend of Emmet and DePriest,
Green hashed lines show the enrollment
efficiency range of the DePriest building and a
circle represents the combined projected
enrollment for the 2012/2013 school year.

As you can see, the 2013 to

2014 projected enrollment of DePriest combined

~with Emmet students prcjected to be reassigned

to DePriest 1s 712,
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This projected combined
enrcllment falls just below the efficiency
range of the DePriest facility.

Projected now is a slide that
shows the enrcllment trend of Emmet and
Ellington. Green hashed lines show the
enrollment efficiency range of the Ellington
building and a circle represents the combined
precjected enrollment for the 2013/2014 school
year.

As you can see, the 2013/2014
schecol year project enrollment of Ellingtoeon
combined with Emmet students projected to be
reassigned to Ellington is 814. This projected
combined enrolliment falls within the efficiency
range of the Ellington facility.

I would like to note that the
projected enrollment of Ellingten includes the
additional numbers of students projected to be
assigned to Ellington as a result of the
proposed closure of.Francis Scott Key
Elementary School,

If Emmet is closed, the CEQ is

also proposing that Emmet attendance area be
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reassigned to DePriest, located at 139 South
Parkside Avenue, and Ellington, located 243
North Parkside Avenue at the end of the current
school vyear.

A map showing the proposed
boundary change is located in the binder at tab
22. And copiles of this map were available at
the registration desk,

In proposing this boundary
change, severzsl factors were considered as
cutlined in the review and establishment of
school attendance boundaries policy,
including but not limited to the capacities of
the DePriest and Ellington, geographic
barriers, travel time, distance traveled, and
program considerations.

You will next here from Chandra
James who will discuss the performance of
DePriest and Ellington and highlight the
propesed transition effort.

Thank you, your Honor. This
concludes my statements,
MR, GERGENI: Your Honcr, I would like to

introduce the CEO's next representative Chandra
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James who will make a statement in support of
the preposal. This statement is located in the
binder at tab 23.

HEARING OFFICER BRONSTEIN: Goed evening,
Ms. James.

MS., JAMES: Good evening, your Honor. My
name 1s Chandra James. I am the chief of
schocls for the Chicago Public Schools, Austin
North Line, Dell elementary network.

The Chicagce Public Schocls are
divided into networks. Network offices are run
by a chief and provide supports for oversight
for the schools assigned to them on beshalf of
the CEO.

Fmmet, Ellington and DePriest are
within the Austin, North Line, Dell elementary
network.

And I am responsible for the
support and the oversight cof Emmet, Ellington,
and DePriest on behalf of the CEO.

I was the deputy chief of Emmet,
Ellington and DePriest beginning in 2010, and I
became the chief in December of 2012.

By way of background, I have been
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an educational professional for more than 25
years. I've been an elementary science lab
teacher. I've held a ﬁumber of leadership
positions within Chicago Public School system,
including elementary science manager and the
director of the office of mathematics and
science.

I have served as an administrator
in the Austin, North Tine, Dell network where
Emmet, Ellington and DePriest are located as
the curriculum cocach, deputy chief of schools,
and now chief of schools,

I hold a bachelor's degree in
speech pathology and audiology, and a master's
of education from Cambridge College, Cambridge,
Massachusetts.

As you have you already heard,
Emmet fits the criteria of the Chief Executive
Cfficer's guidelines for school actions because
it 1s underutilized, based on CPS space
utilization standards, and student enrollment
numbers recorded on the 20th attendance day for
the 2012/2013 school year.

Emmet will be welcomed by
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DePriest located at 139 Scuth Parkside Avenue,
or Ellington, located at 243 North Parkside
Avenue.

The DeEriest and Ellington
facilities have encugh space to welcome the
Emmet students and resulting -- and resulting
combined enrollment will not exceed the
facility's enrollment efficiency range.

As my colleague Patrick Payne
testified, current Emmet students will be
assigned tc either DePriest or Ellington,
depending on the geographic boundary of their
home address ;or for out of the area students,
the proximity of their home address to the
schoeocl and availability of =space.

If this proposal is approved, my
staff and T will work with the families to
ensure all current Emmet students are prepared
te start their new school on the first day this
fall.

When Fmmet students are welcomed
by DePriest and Ellington administrators, staff
and students, they will be attending a

higher-performing school based on the CEOQO's
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guidelines for school actions.

The CEO guidelines for school
actions define a higher-performing schecocl as a
schocl receiving a higher level on the
performance policy for 2011/2012 school year.

Under the CPS performance policy
located in your bkinder at tab 12, each school
recelves an annual rating based on its
performance on a variety of student outcome
measures, including standardized test scores
and student attendance.

District wide, schools designated
level one are the highest performing, and
schools designated level three are the lowest
rerforming.

Emmet recelved a level-three
rating for the 2011/2012 school year, while
DePriest received a level-two rating and
Ellington received a level-one rating.

The notices of Emmet, DePriest
and Ellington's performance policy for the
2011-2012 schocl year are included in the
binder of dccuments that vou have received at

tab 24.
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If this proposal is approved,
students will receive additional supports at
Emmet during the remainder of the school year,
and at DePriest and Ellington next year.

And the network will provide
assistance to ease the transition process as
much as possible.

CPS5 has developed a plan
dedicating additional resources to address any
safety concerns and to fulfill students'
academic, social and emotional and otLher
individual needs.

The draft transition plan
explaining these additional resources were sent
home to all families affected by this proposal
and 1s located in your binder at tabs one and
two.

CPS will publish the final
transition plan if the Board approves this
proposal, which will incorporate feedback from
community meetings, this hearing, and
additional input received,

The CPS Office of Safety and

Security, or 0SS, has worked with Chicago
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Police Department, the Department of Family
Support Services, lccal community groups, and
faith partners, elected officials, and other
sister agencies to develop a plan for safe
transition cf students,

If this proposal 1s approved, 0SS
will take the following steps. First, 085 will
review and update school safety audits,
security personnel allocaticns, and school
safety technology systems, to make enhancements
as appropriate.

Second, 0835 will be available to
address the specific safety concerns raised by
students and staff

Third, 0SS will provide safe
passage supports for students and staff
traveling te and from schocl.

Safe passage workers wear
identifiable vests and stand on designated
streelt corners to monitor student safety during
their travel to school in the morning and home
in the afternocon.

Prior to the start of the

2013/2014 school year, 0SS will work with
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DePriest and Ellington administrators and the
community to designate specific intersections
for safe passage support.

Additicnally, students will
receive academic supports as they transition,
inciuding the following: First, a principal
transition coordinator, or PTC, will be
assigned to help the principal of Emmet
maintain academic rigor for the remainder of
the schoecl year and ensure a smooth transition
to DePriest and Ellington.

PTCs are fcrmer principals or
other administrators with significant
experience who will be a resource for the
administraticn and ensure continuity of éupport
for faculty and students.

Second, the DePriest and
Ellington administrators will receive
comprehensive student specific data on all
transitioning students, to allow staff to
proactively identify students' needs and
prepare teo meet those needs.

Third, the network team will be

avallable tc assist with the transitioen
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activities to welcome families and students
affected by this action.

Parents should feel free and are
encouraged to contact the network office at any
time for additional supperts.,

Fourth, the principals will
receive discretionary resocurces Lo provide
district academic suppeorts to students. For
example, these funds may be used for middle
school teachers to attend the network's high
school readiness conference, or to provide an
instructional coach, teacher-leader, or to
obtain an academic tutoring position or program
for students in reading and mathematics.

I will support the principal as
they consider how to use these resources and
approve their selecticons once decisions are
made.

Students will also receive soccial
and emotional supports to help them adjust to
the new school environment, including the
following: First, CPS will help school staff
members facilitate intervention groups or peace

circles aimed at helping students work through
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concerns associated with the transition.

Second, CPS will help staff
members implement restorative practices such as
peer circles and peer Jjurilies to encourage
peer-to-peer problem solving and resolution.

Third, groups of students in need
of more individualized attention will be
provided with access to highly structured
interventions.

Fourth, to fosgster an environment
that is both supportive and inclusive for all
students. CPS will provide rescurces to
DePriest and Ellington leadership to implement
cultural-building activities, such as staff
luncheons and teaming and trust-building
activities.

Resources will alsc be provided
to sponscor activities, sucﬁ as school visits
for families, coffee chats with the principal,
picnics, field trips or parent meetings toc help
transitioning families get to know their new
school.

Additional transition supports

will be provided to ensure that Emmet students
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who have unique needs or circumstances are
adequately supported in this transition,
including students with diverse learning needs,
students 1in temporary living situations,
English language learners, and esarly childhocd
participants.

These additional supports are
described in more details in the draft
transition plan located in your binder at tabs
one and two.

Finally, beginning this fall, CPS
will offer students attending Ellington and
DePriest with an op?ortunity te particlipate in
the international baccalaureate program or IB,.
IB i1s structured to develop inquiry,
knowledgeable, internationally minded and
caring young people who help build
intercultural understanding and respect
worldwide, and become active, compassionate and
long-life learners.

In conclusion, Emmet is
underutilized. The combined enrcollment of
students at DePriest and Ellington will not

exceed the facility's enrollment efficiency
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range, and DePriest and Ellington are
higher-performing schools.

The CEb pelieves that this
proposed school closure will help the district
better serve all students and is prepared to
assist students with additicnal supports as
they transition.

Your Honor, thank you for vyour
time and attention. This concludes my
statement.

HEARING OFFICER BRONSTEIN: Thank vou,
very much, Ms. James,

Thank you. Mr., Gergeni.

MR. GERGENI: Your Honor, this concludes
the presentation in support of the CEO's
proposal.

If you have any additicnal
questions, we will be available to answer them.
Thank you for your time and attention.

HEARING OFFICER BRONSTEIN: Thank you. We
will open up the public comment portion of the
hearing, and I would ask Mr. Dwayne Truss.

MR. TRUSS: Your Honcr, may I defer to a

parent from Emmet, have their volces heard?
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Because this impacts their children directly.

HEARING OFFICER BRONSTEIN: I would
certainly allow you to defer, but I will go as
I promised in the -- in the order in which
people have signed in.

MR. TRUSS: Well, I'1l just -- I will
submit exhibits for the record electronically
before 5:00 p.m. tomorrow,

First of all, thank you again,
your Honor, for allowing testimony.

First of all, I want to come up
with a couple corrections. When they talk
about capacity and efficiency range.

First of all, in both Ellington
and DePriest, they have ADA combined
classrooms, since they are newer buildings,
they are buillt specifically for special-needs
students that CPS is in an ingenuous way is
trying to say that those rooms can be used as
ancillary classrooms, when they are
specifically supposed to be used for
special-needs students.

At DePriest they have a

special -- they are a special needs cluster
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serving primary autistic students. And when
you serve that type of population, there's a
maximum that you are supposed to have in that
classroom.

So 1t's disingenuous that CPS
keeps using that formula of 30 per classroom,
especially when ycou have a building
servicing -- that is a special needs cluster
with an autism prcgram, which based on category
of the severity of the autism, only so many
students within a certain grade range is
suppesed to be in there.

That's scmething I ask you to ask
CPS to get that data in terms of what
specifically is supposed to be in a classrocom.

We talk about Ellington.
Ellington, again they said their ideal capacity
is 780, ITf you take away those 15 seats per
classroom and those 88 classrooms, they have at
Ellingten, which is four, you're talking 720 in
terms of theilr ideal capacity, once you take
into account the spécial needs population in
those 88 classrooms.

I will also set the record
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straight for the benefit of Emmet, because it
sald that Emmet students will be going to a
better performing school, and this not to knock
DePriest, but this is from the policy
performance report in terms of composite ISAT.
201z, 74.4 percent. 2011, 73.8 percent, 2010,
71 -- 71.2 percent, which 1s an average of 71.8
percent exceeds 2012, 12.5. 2011, 13,2, 2010,
11.% percent. Exceeds in terms of those
students that they deem college ready,

No other schoeols, yvou know, that
assert -- no other schoels who are meeting that
criteria in terms of exceeds composite ISAT --

HEARING OFFICER BRONSTEIN: Excuse me,

Mr. Truss.

We don't have & huge crowd here,
and certainly we'll gilive you some leeway. Will
you be able tec wrap up in a minute or so?

MR. TRUSS: I was going to wrap it up. I
was beilng conscious‘of the time. Thank you for
the additional time. That's why I said I will
submit written testimony.

But in conclusion, when -- per

the guidelines and what you're charged with,
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when they talk about utilization, it is CPBS'
fermula. There's né research, academic, or
merit to any foundation saying 30 students in a
classroom is efficient. There's no foundation.

It's like the fox making up the
rules when it's guarding the henhouse.

And that's the situation that's
going on right now.

And when you look at the data
to the schools arouﬁd Emmet, you know this is
no knock on DePriest, but when you look and
compare over the last three years, 71.8
percents versus 62 percent, when you take a
three-yecar trend, you are not -- you are moving
kids actually from a better-performing school
te stdill a good school, but let's stick with
the facts, that you are moving from a
performing 'school té a school that's performing
less. And Emmet is also outperforming the
charter schocls, such as Plato, Catalyst and
even AUSL Howe Schocl, and they are doing it
and the building is not decrepit like CPS is
trying to say.

If CPS wants to invest, it costs
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no more than $1 miliion to put AC unit on top
of the recef and cool the building down. They
have science labs, computer labs.

Sc the story CPS is trying to
paint about Emmet is false and is an attack on
the professionals and the parents who worked
hard to make Emmet what it is today.

I thank you again, and I will put
testimony and additioconal informaticon in
writing. Thank vou again, your Honor.

HEARING OFFICER BRONSTEIN: Thank vou,
Mr. Truss.

Bonita Rcbinson, please.

M3, ROBINSON: Bonita Robinson.
BE-O-N-I-T-A. R-0-B-I-N-5-0-N.

I'd just like to say the elephant
in the room and all of the -- many of the
problems is that CPS has been doing these
reforms for 20 years. And the gap between
black and white students' achievement has been
widening, whereas before, my first 20 vyears of
teaching, 1t was narrowing.

They have not been good stewards

of our money or our trust.
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And I'm gcing to leave to parents
to go into more detail, but twe items that I
really have concerns about that aren't brought
out a lot are, number.one, what yvou're
saying —-- that CPS 1s saying, vyou know, the
services and programs that are going to be
available to students. In the last 20 years of
this reform, a lot of times I've just noticed,
this 1s o¢on paper. My first 20 years if it was
there, we were doing it. That's why the gap
was closing.

Just hurts me, even though I am
retired, I would prefer to be with students but
I couldn't deal with this.

It hurts tc sese that it's on
paper so often and it's not really there for
the children.

So 1f yeou're going to say that
they are going to have these labsg, they are
going to have upgraded things, I just want to
make éure there's a way toc make sure that the
children are getting them.

The other thing I'm concerned

about i1s missing students.
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As I spent my last four years
with the upper grade students, especially voung
males just got lost. I know the facility task
force is trying to get the Board to be
accountable right now for some students who are
missing from the school closing from last year
that nobody can find.

We are going to lcok in 20, 30
yvears and notice there is like Lost Boys of
gudan. I shouldn't probably even brought that
up. But it's that devastating to me.

We're losing these young men and
now even some young ladies. Who i1s going to
cross these gang lines? We're lucky ours don't
have to go on buses. The ones on buses, they
are not going to get on those buses to go to
different cultures.

And the walking, the same thing,
because you're going into different, someone
mentioned earlier, crossing the tracks, It has
a meaning to cur students,

5o our students are precious to
us, T know my time is up in a minute. But I

want to get on record, what shall I tell my
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children who are black, by Margaret Burroughs
who was a Chicagoe teacher. What shall T tell
my c¢hildren who are black of what it means to
be a captive in this dark skin. What shall I
tell my dear one, fruit of my womb, of how
beautiful they are when everywhere they turn
they are faced with abhorrence of everything
that is black. What can T do to give them
strength that he may come through life's
adversities as a whole human being unwarped and
human in a world of biased laws and inhuman
practices, that he might survive. And survive
he must. For who knows? Perhaps this black
child here bears the genius to discover the
cure for cancer c¢r chart the course for
explcration of the universe. So he must
survive for the good of all humanity. He must
and will survive.

I find I have much to say to my
black children. I will 1ift up their heads in
proud blackness with the story of their father
and their father's father, and I will take them
to a way back time of kings and gueens who

ruled the Nile and measured the stars and
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discecvered the laws of mathematics.

Upon whose backs had been built
the wealth of two continents. T will tell them
this and more. And this heritage shall be his
weapen and his armcer. Will make him strong
enough to win any battle he may face. And
since this story is often obscured, I will
sacrifice to find it for my children, so this T
will do for them if I love them. I must find
the truth of heritage and pass it on to them in
years tTo come, I believe, because I have armed
them with the truth. My children and their
children's children will venerate for me. For
it is the truth that will set us free. Thank
YOu.

HEARING OQOFFICER BRCNSTEIN;: Thank ycu, Ms.
Robinson.
(WHEREUPON, said
document was marked as
Public Exhibit No. 1 for
Identification.)
HEARING OFFICER BORNSTEIN: Lettrice
Jameson, please.

MS. JAMESON: Hi. My name is Lettrice
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Jameson, I am the LSC president. I'm here
today to talk to you about keeping cur school
open for our kids.

I have four children that attend
Robert Emmet right ncw froem first grade to
sixth grade.

My kids been on honor roll since
they been there. My daughter, she is in fifth.
She been honor roll.

When my scn -- my scn first
turned three, I tried tc get him in Duke
Ellington. They told us we were out of the
area. But now I'm getting a letter that saying
that my kids can go toe that school. And we
stay far away from at that school now.

5S¢ I'm here to let you see this
right now. Again, I dc have a copy. Right
now, I did a petition saying that our parents
did want to come and they couldn't attend. I
have they names and phone numbers. And some of
them I have they e-mail address. I will give
this to you.

I'm upset because I don't want my

kids' school to close. They been there since
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preschool, since my son was there three.

And I-come from 5846 West
Cortland fTo bring them all tThe way to Madison
and Centrai. And I do not appreciate they
closing ocur schoeol.,

I think it should stay open. The
activities they doing at the other school, they
need to bring it to BEmmet. That's what they
need,

I don't think it should be about
kids coming to they schocl. It should be how
they doing on they grades. If they doing what
they need to do, they need toc keep it open.

I'm so upset. But I'm going to
tell you about the ISAT tests, even though they
say 1t's about there's too much space if the
classroom. Give us the same opportunities that
they giving all these Duke Ellington and
DePriest and we can do the same.

And for one in 2010, our ISAT
test was 71.2. In 2011 it was 73.8,. In 2012
it was 70.4. Compared -- we got percentage --
we had 11.9 percent, 13.2 percent, 2.5 percent.

I think if they going to close
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schools, they need to close charter schools,
because we deoing what we need tc do.

Take this and let them know.
Keep our scheol open. Thank you.

HEARING OFFICER MORRISSEY: Thank vou,
(WHEREUPCN, said
document was marked as
Public Exhibit No. 2 for
Tdentification.)

HEARING OFFICER BRONSTEIN: Ms. Tammie
Vinson, please.

MS. VINSON: Good evening. Tammie,
T-A-M-M-I-E., Vinscn. V, as in Victor,
I-N-5-0-N.

I'm & special educator at Robert
Emmet. I'm here tonight because I feel that my
school has been unfairly targeted for clsoing.

I'm here to speak for the
students who are being snatched from the only
school that many of them have known.

They're being sent across gang
lines into buildings where they are saying are
welcoming but could . socon become unwelcoming.

Cur kids are -- they live in a close-knit
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community. But in some case these don't get
along with their neighbors. And we do know
that there's some activity going on. And I'm
not really clear on how the we can guard
against that, sc that's a concern for‘me.

Also I'm here because I'm sort of
confused akout the IB programs and the STEM
programs that are being touted as high guality
education,

My real concern with that is that
if cur schools are being treated equally and
funded fairly and all of our students are being
given eguitable access to education, why now
are we offering IB and STEM? Why aren't
programs like that in all schools?

And it confuses me. The magnet
scheools, selected enrollment, all of these
programs that we have to do something special
to apply for them and to be given -- offered
access to 1it, and I'm confused by that. So
that's a concern.

Also concerned about the fact
that as an African American educator, that I do

know that teachers of color are not being
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treated fairly in these schccls.

So my concern 1s that although
we're being tecld now that we're going to be
offered positions in these schcoeols, because
we'll travel with our students, I know that
past policies have not proven that to be true.

So that's a concern for me,
that next year I won't have a Jjob. I'm a high
quality educator. ‘Gone to school. Have
multiple certifications, degrees and
everything. But I'll be ocut of & job even
though the schoocl where I am now is a
high-quality high-performing school.

Se those are my concerns. We'll wait
and see what happens. And hopefully Emmet will
ke taken off the list, because, again. I don't
believe that we were fairly placed on the list.

HEARING OFFICER BRONSTEIN: Thank vyou, Ms.
Vinson.

Mr. Brandcn Jchnson, please.

MS. JOHNSON: 5S¢, your Honor, I would
like to provide Jjust some context to the larger
broader struggle.

Again, Brandon Johnson. I am
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community resident of Austin, teacher. I do
consider myself expert with a master's degree
plus working on a doctorate degree next fall,
and the $80,000 in student loans I think
substantiate me as an expert and hopefully I
will be like Ms. Robinson, now that I hawve 22
more years and five months before I can retire.
Not that I'm counting.

But, again, these policies are
failing our students terribly.

What we have in this room is we
literally have decedents of black folks in this
city that fought to have access to these seats.

Mr. Timuel Black, who 1z an
educator who helped lead the boycott so that
black students can actually have access to
seats 1in schools because they were stuffed in
classrooms that were overcrowded. Now the very
folks who fought to force CPS to do right by
our students are now snatching those seats
away .

Your Honor, we went thrcugh this
last year. 7,000 students were impacted by

school closures. CPS lost an account for all
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of them. They're being forced to trace and
find out where these students are.

But we're talking about children.
Sometimes I feel like that when it comes to
black children, they're not seen as children.
They're seen as little black people. And that
they're being asked and forced to do things as
if they're some scrt of a subject.

We have a system, and not that
it's your responsibility to fix the systematic
preblems in our soclety, but we have a system
that will spend a million dellars to keep black
peoplé lncarcerated but won't offer a few
hundred deollars or a few thousand dollars to
educate our children,

Your Honor, T believe we have an
cppcrtunity here. We need to set and put into
moction an educational program that's going to
de right by students.

As the parents have laid out, we
have students in Austin, which is a few bloccks
away from Oak Park, who are outperforming
students in Oak Park, but they will dare never

close a schocl down in Oak Park. They wouldn't
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tolerate 1it.

Fven editorials in this City have
said that no other community would accept this.

And so what the community 1is
essentially saying today 1s that, as Bonita
laid out as well, we have a real systematic
problem in this City about, one, how we treat
cur children, how we listen to our parents.
And because CPS has historically ignored the
voice of the parents, this is an opportunity tc
get it right, let's not continue down the
course of failed policies. Let's keep Emmet
open. Let's fully invest in these schools and
make sure our children in Austin and all across
the City receive the edgcation that they
deserve.

My final point is in The Tale of
Two Schools, the students at Guggenheim who
were lost because of the homeless rate in this
City, CPS is still looking for 23 of those
students.

Your Honocr, we are losing
students in the system. This is

unconscionable.,
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And so 1f we want tc fix this
problem, let's make'sure we're paying attention
to the voices of the community.

Let's get it right. Let's not
turn back the hands of time of which folks in
this room and folks that put the bodies on the
line sc that we can have access to education.
Let us not turn back the clock. Thank you.

HEARING QOFFICER BRONSTEIN: Thank you,

Mr. Johnson,.

Arlecia Reynolds, please.

MS. REYNOLDS: Good evening. My name 1s
Arlecia Reynolds. A-R-L-E-C-I-A.
R-FE-Y-N-O-L-D-5.

As I come to yocu this evening, I
can wear many different hats. First I am a
product of Robert Emmet School. I have worked
for the CPS5 for the-last 21 years.

Focr the last 21 years, every time
we come to a cleosing, 1t's new thing brought
up . Never the same.

They say we underperform. When T
started working I started at Robert Emmet. We

were one of the lowest schools. Now we are
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performing as cne of the highest schools.
You say if they go to DePriest
and Duke Ellington, they will be at better
performing scheools. T don't think so. We have

outperformed them for the last five vyears.
Maybe not this yvear, kut we have been
outperforming them for years.

Then you changed the test. Then
it's not the test, now you are saying we are
underutilized.

Before we became underutilized we
were overcrowded.

You brought them together to take
off some of the slack from our school because
we was overcrowded.

Now that you have taken those
students, now we are underutilized.

You all have taken students out
of our community.

I have been a parent and all four
of ﬁy sons have attended Emmet School.

My grandchildren attend now. I
lived in the community for the last 37 vyears.

And we have been performing excellent.
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I'm just asking to save our
school. Not only save cur school, but save gur
students.

Because if they have to cross
gang lines, are students are not going to go to
schecol., We going to have a high rate of
dreopouts from eighth grade. We're talking
about high school students dropping out, but we
will be talking about eighth grade, six grade,
seventh grade,.

If they are scared, they are not
going to go. Thank you.

HEARING OFFICER BRONSTEIN: Thank you, Ms,
Revynolds.

Ackisha Williams, please.

M5. WILLIAMS: Good evening. My name is
Ackisha Williams. A-C-K-I-S-H-A.
W-IT-L-L-IT-A-M-5.

I'm a parent of a student at
Robert Emmet Schocl as well as a teacher.

I come before you today tired,
bewildered, frustrated and cutraged at the
recommendations to close our school.

I've attended a number of these
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community meetings and hearings for ocur voices
to be heard.

It has been said that Emmet 1is
underutilized., That the utilization rate is 66
percent and that our enrollment has declined
ocver the past three years.

This utilization rate is higher
than schcols who have been removed from the
list.

We consider our c¢lassrocoms to be
the right size for its effective target
instruction.

I have been at Emmet for the last
12 years and there have been so many changes.
We have conformed to every change that has come
acrcss our table. We have adijusted to
everything that has come across us. And as
soon as we do better, scmething else is thrown
our way to make us look bad.

We are not here today to beg for
our school, but to let you know that we have
bheen working extremely hard at Emmet.

We think that our students are

being sent to other schcols based on some plan

-WICHMANN-KLAWITTER REPORTING, LTD.~
-{312) 368-1228-
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that we have not been informed.

OQur ISAT sccres have been in the
70th percentile for the last three years. And
in the double digits in the exceeds category
for the last three years.

Yes, we're a level-three school
now, but it's based on the Scantron test which
is a test that we do not use anymore as a valid
measure of student érowth.

The purpose of this hearing is to
hear both sides of why the school should be
clesed and why the school should not be closed.

However, our students are already
being reassigned to schools.

And ocur parents are receiving
letters giving them a new school already for
students,

But this is supposed to be a
hearing that proposes that the schools be
closed or not be closed. But is 1t a fair
hearing?

CPS is giving the impression that
the proposal has already keen approcved and

finalized. Parents feel like they have no

-WICHMANN-KLAWITTER REPORTING, LTD.-
-(312) 3e8-1228-
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volce and no choice.

We can point cut that in our
opinion this is an example of the lack of
concern for our students, the community, and
the educaticnal professionals that are making a
living as employees of the Chicago Public
School system, the same system that makes
decisicns that negatively impact the learning,
then blame the teachers, the paraprofessionals,
students and parents for decline in test
scores, attendance rates, and graduation rates.

All of the above are assets, not
tc be the blame.

We are prepared to work together
in a unified effort tc save our schools. Thank
you.

HEARING OFFICER BRONSTEIN: Thank you, Ms.
Williams.
This exhausts the speakers
list. People that have signed in.
M5, GRAHAM: I'm part of that 1list. I
just didn't go downstairs. Alderman Graham,
29%th ward. Another cne c¢f my schools.

HEARING CFFICER BRONSTEIN: Please

-WICHMANN-KLAWITTER REPORTING, LTD.-
-(312) 368-1228-




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

1%

20

21

22

23

24

55

proceed, Alderman Graham.

ALDERMAN GRAHAM: Sorry. My name wasn't
added to the list. T did not go bkack down
after the last hearing.

I stand unified with the school
cn this evening. And I totally agree that the
schoecl has been performing well over the past
Vears.

They're absolutely correct when
they say that the game has changed on numerous
occasicons.

Once we perfect one thing, then
there i1s a new measuring stick that's brought
out that now we have to jump through a new hoop
to continue tc exist.

Down through the history of CPS,
it's true that those schools have been brought
in when schools were overcrowded. Now we face
another issue with a loss of students and
population moving out of the community, and
schools not being so appealing that people
would like for their kids to go to the school.

So I'm standing unified with them

to ask that we keep Robert Emmet open. And we

—WICHMANN-KLAWITTER REPORTING, LTD,-
-({312) 368-1228-
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give them an influx of services and support
that we're talking about at all the other
schoolg, so they can be an even
better-performing school, and that our children
will continue to excel.

Dr. Robertscon has worked really
hard and is loved by all of her students and
parents, and has done a yecman's job of
educating her kids and just really being a
family-type school.

Sco I stand here this evening to
ask that you not close Robert Emmet School.
And really evaluate the numbers when you talk
about combining them into Duke Ellington and
DePriest.

I actually like both of thecse
scheools, so I don't have an issue with their
schocls, per se. But each of these schools
stand on their own

And if you put all these kids
in a schocl, I don't really -- I'm not really
sure 1f CPS knows how many children will not
actually be going to Robert Emmet or Duke

FEllingteon 1f the school would actually be

-WICHMANN-KLAWITTER REPORTING, LTD.-
-(312) 368-1228-
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overcrowded or not.

I don't know 1f there's been a
real measuring stick done of that and how many
kids have been offered an opportunity to go
elsewhere if they're living already outside of
the attendance boundary.

My last comment would be to
piggyback on what tﬁe last speaker said, that
if notices are, 1in fact, going out to parents,
there's already a distrust with CPS. And if
that's, in fact, the truth, that's another slap
in the face.

This has been a dog and pony show
of us actually trying to advocate to keep the
schools open when a decision has already been
signed, scaled and delivered. We're Jjust
playing the parts.

So I would ask that you guvs
consider listening to these parents,.

If you haven't listened to them
before, please take the time to listen to them
tonight. Thank vyou.

HEARING OFFICER_BRONSTEIN: Thank you,

Alderman Graham.

~WICHMANN-KLAWITTER REPORTING, LTD.-
-(312) 368-1228-
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This concludes the list of
speakers this evening.

T wish to thank everybody for
their presence and participation in this
proceeding. Good night. Stand adjourned.

(WHEREUPON, the proceedings

were adjourned at 9:15 p.m.)

-WICHMANN-KLAWITTER REPORTING, LTD.-
-{312) 368-1228-
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STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) S5
COUNTY OF C O O K )

MAUREEN A. WOODMAN, C.3.R., being first
duly sworn, says that she is a court reporter
doing business in the City of Chicago; that she
reported in shorthand the proceedings had at
the hearing of said cause; that the foregoing
18 a true and correct transcript of her
sherthand nctes, so taken as aforesaid, and

contains all the proceedings of said hearing.

Vi

YMAUREEN A. WOODMAN

"OFFICIAL SEAL"
Maureen A Woodman

Ll
3 Notary Public, State of [llinois
My Commission Expires 6/2/2015

AT
WA A A

-WICHMANN-KLAWITTER REPORTING, LTD.-
-{312) 3e8-1228-
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To:  Members of the Chicago Board of Hducation

From: Bonita Robinson .

Proposed School-Closing Public Hearing Meeting — April 17, 2013 — Central Office
Emmet School Hearing

Today I would like to repeat my call for no school closings anywhere in CPS and to
restate, as [ stated at the community hearings, that these proposed school closings are
racist and have been shown to be academically and socially harmful, especially to
African American students. '

I am resubmitting, to this hearing, the written testimony (enclosed) that 1 presented at the
community hearings. The cps.edu (internet) summaries of my testimony at the
community hearings are misleading and I am submitting corrections of the summaries
with my testimony today.

In addition to the concerns expressed in my previous written testimony, I am deeply
concerned about how CPS will ensure the delivery of the services that you promise

in terms of curriculum, programs and environment. Too often, CPS promises but does not
deliver and then is not held accountable. 1am also concermed about dejected students
who get the underlying message of not being valued by CPS and decide to stop going to
school and are never “found,” just as some students who moved to new schools after last
year’s school closings cannot be “found” by CPS today.

CPS must learn to place a higher value on the precious children to whom it is obligated to
deliver excellence and equity in education.

[ would like to share with you, at this time, the poem, “What Shall I Tell My Children
Who Are Black?” by Margaret Taylor Burroughs (enclosed).

Bonita Robinson, a recently retired reading specialist was awarded the Hlinois
Governor’s Master Teacher Award while teaching at the Austin community’s Duke
Ellington School during the era of the narrowing of the achievement gap.
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125 South Clark Screet « Chicago, linos 60603 + Phone: 773.553.1550 + Fax: 773.551.1502

Community Meeting for the Proposal to Close Robert Emmet Elementary School
Aprl 10, 2013; 7:30-9:3Cp.m.
Loeation: Angtin High School, 231 N. Pine Avenue

CPg Facilitators:
Adam Anderson, Strategy and Planning Officer
Phil Hampton, Chief Officer of Family and Community Engagement

Also in Attendance:

Chandra Janes, Chief, Angtin-North Lawidale Network
Barbara West, Commander — Chicago Police Department

CPS Presentation

Ar. Anderson introduced lumself and explained the purpose of the meeting, to listen to the
community. He introduced Mr. Hampton, Mg James, and Cmdr West, He acknowledged {he
court reporter, the note taker, and the Spimish language translator. Mr. Anderson explained what
information wag contained on the handowts distributed to the audience, He annonnced the dafes,
tipes, and location of the next meetinge, He then transitioned to Mr. Hampton.

Mz, Hampton explained the logistics of registering to speak and the time fmit. Due to the lack
of registered speakers he said the time limit could be extended if necessary. He then opened the
floor to public comment,

Brief Summary
The purpose of the mesting was to receive public comments on the proposal to close Robert
Emmniet Elementary Schoot and welcome students at Edward K Ellington Elementary School and
Oscar DePuiest Elementary School, in accordance with 105 ILCS 5/34-230. There wag only one
registered speaker, The spenker comuents focuved on n variety of topios including the
following:

¢ The speaker’s commients revolved aronnd the lack of conmmunity engagement,
mayoral control, and education retorm,

’
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To:  Members of the Chicago Board of Education

From: Bonita Robinson

Proposed School-Closing Community Meeting - April 10, 2013 - Austin High School
Resubmitted at Public Hearing Meeting — April 17, 2013 — Central Office

Enclosures: 1. Sherry Arnstein’s “Ladder of Citizen Participation”
2. “No Real Progress in Grade School Reading in 20 Years” (Sun-Times)

As a teacher who taught during the dramatic national narrowing of the achievement gap
between Black and White students in the twenty years preceding the current era of urban
school “reform,” — a narrowing indicated by data from the National Assessment of
Educational Progress (NAEP), - 1 {ind it extremely troublesome that neither CEO
Barbara Byrd-Bennett, Mayor Rahm Emanuel nor one single school board member has
acknowledged the elephant in the room: The past twenty CPS “reform” years are defined
by a devastating widening of the achievement gap between Black and White students in
Chicago, as indicated in a study by the Consortium on Chicago School Research
(CCSR).

Harming Black students by reversing the trajectory of their academic growth for two
decades is regressive, smacks of institutional racism and should be considered a deal-
breaker to lawmakers who granted the mayoral control of CPS which is behind most of
this failed “reform.” The fact that the Black children in the neighborhood schools that
CPS has targeted for closure over the years, have also been the same children who have
been most adversely affected, as indicated by the widening of the gap, the destabilization
of their communities and the loss of their teachers who, before “reform,” had helped to
place them on a sure course toward academic success, is a wake-up call to the average
taxpayer that our tax money has financed a racially discriminatory experiment, that might
justifiably be referred to as the Tuskegee Experiment of the twenty-first century.

The mayor and CPS have nof been good stewards of our tax dollars nor of the public trust
and have not earned the right to continue to close schools. Why should citizens give
their approval to continue a failed “reform™ experiment that has targeted and exacted
harm upon Chicago’s African American children for the last two decades of “reform?” It
has been said, “If you find yourself in a hole, the first thing to do is stop digging.” Itis
time to stop digging the racist hole that has hurt brilliant children and has attempted to
wrap their destinies up in well-crafted false narratives of “failure” and “underutilization.”
‘We must return to the closing of the gap --- a closing which was sabotaged in the name of
“reform.” Close the gap, not the schools.

Bonita Robinson, a recently retired reading specialist, was awarded the Illinois
Governor’s Master Teacher Award while teaching at the Austin community’s Duke
Ellington School during the era of the narrowing of the achievement gap.
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CPS | Various attempts to improve scores have done little

BY ROSALIND ROSSI

Education Reporter
reossi@suntimes.com

So after waves and wavés of -

reform, you thought Chicago
public elementary schools had
made tremendous prograss in
the last 20 years?

Think again.

Despite millions of dollars
in fixes and programs, Chi-
cago's elementary-grade read-
ing scores have barely budged
over the last two decades, a
new repoert by the University
of Chicago's Consortium on
Chicago School Research has
found.

Math scores improved
only “incrementally” in those
grades, and racial gaps in both

subjects incressed, with Afri-

can-American students falling
the most behind other groups,
especially in reading -— an area
pushed heavily under former
Mayor Richard M. Daley.

But the good newsz in a
unique study called “Trends
in Chieagos Schools Across
Three Eras of Reform: Sum-
mary of Eey Findings” is that

Chicago Public Schools made
© “dramatic improvement” in
its high school graduation rate
over almost two decades. Less
than half of CPS freshmen
graduated by age 19 in 1990,
compared with about two-
thirds today, the study said.

Plus, during the latter half
of that time period, the average
CPS ACT score rose from 16.2
in 2001 to 17.2 in 2009, control-
ling for changes in student de-
mographics, the study found.

“Whats surprising is the
results we came up with are
the oppesite of what publicly

reported statistics show,” said
the Consortium’s Stuart Lup-
pescy, lead author of the study.
“Publicly reported statistics
show the elementary schools
improving, and the high
schools have been flat.” ‘

‘While high schools have long
been considered the system's
Achilles heel, the study indi-
cates CPS high schools “man-
aged to accomplish 2 miracle”
said Barbara Radner, director
of DePaul University’s Center
for Urban Education. Although
each year of arriving freshmen
showed up underprepared and
not much more capable than
the batch before them, high
schools held on fo an increas-
ing member of them, and prod-
ded them into improved ACT
scores, Radner said.”

However, Radner said aftar
years of news conferences in

which Daley trumpeted gains
in elementary reading scores,
“mn the end, the emperor
doesn't have as many clothes
as we thought” She hlamed
too much teaching to manda-
tory tests that emphasized

basic skills or contained low

thresholds for passing,

In other words, Radner said,
too many schools were focus
ing on “a centimeter test, in-
stead of an inch test.”

Schools CEQ Jean-Clande
Brizard immediately seized
on the findings as proof of the
need for the longer school day
pushed by his boss, Mayor
Rahm Emanuel. Said Brizard
in a statement; “This report re-

. inforees the need for students

to have more time with teach-
ers in the classroom to receive
the instruction they need to be
college and career ready.”

- The Consortium was able
to use a long lens to look at
the progress of Chicago Pub-
‘e Schools by converting the
Town Tests "of Bagic Skills
glvento(IPSdemantarystu-
dents from 1990 1o 2005 to the
samg seqle used on'the Tlinois
StandardsAchlevemant'Ib:qfs

statewﬂemnﬂezooﬁ.

Using this single measuring
stick for elementary schools, it
looked at average test scores
over three “eras” of reform,
from 1990 to 1995 — during
the eary years of the Chicago
School Reform Act and the
establishment of local school
councils until Daleys 1995
takeover; over the fenure of
Daley’s first Schools CEQ, Paul
Vallas — from 1995 to 2001; and

‘then over the tenure of Daley's
" gécond: Schools CEO, now US,

Education Secretary Arne
Duncan — from 2001 through
2008. High schools were evalu-
ated based on graduation rates
and ACTs required of every
public school junior starting in
2001

Consortium  reséarchers
also conducted a series of tech-
nical adjustments to correct
for a bhattery of test changes,
seoring inconsistencies and
shifting demographics over
time,

Elementarygrade  scores
strung out over this more
even-keeled measuring stick
showed “only incremental
gains in math and almost no
growth In reading” over 20
years even though publicly
reported statistics indicated
CPS had made “tremendous

progress” in those subjects’

over that time, the report said.
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Man who shot,

BY TINA SFONDELES

Staff Reporier
tsfondeles@suntimes.com

The eiderly man who shot
and paralyzed Chicago Police
Officer Jim Mullen 15 years
ago died in prison
Thursday.

George  Quirsch
had no criminal re-
cord when he fired

Mullen and three

knocked on his door
while investigating
reports of gunfire in
Rogers Park in 1996.
Mullm:, then 32, was shot
in the spine and cheek and
‘was paralyzed below his chin,
leaving him unable to breathe
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A Ladder of Citizen Participation

Citizen Control

'Deleg;ated Powear

Parthership

Placation

Consultation

Informing

Therapy

Manipulation

(Sherry Arnstein)

Citizen Power

= Takenism

Nonparticipation
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To:  Members of the Chicago Board of Education

From: Bonita Robinson

Proposed School-Closing Community Meeting - April 15, 2013 - Austin High School
Resubmitted at Pablic Hearing Meeting — April 17, 2913 — Central Office

Enclosed is a copy of Margaret Burroughs’ poem, “What Shall I Tell My Children Who
Are Black?” 1 continue to state...No schoel closings.

(Also included in this resubmission today is an article by Stanford Researcher, Linda
Darling-Hammond, in which she states that “we would have had no racial achievement
gap by the year 2000” had we continued the “war on poverty” policies that had
dramatically narrowed the Black/White achievement gap in the twenty years
immediately preceding urban school “reform.”)

Bonita Robinson, a recently retired reading specialist was awarded the Illinois
Governor’s Master Teacher Award while teaching at the Austin community’s Duke
Ellington School during the era of the narrowing of the achievement gap.
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*| s&w crumbling schoals that are staaling the future of biack children and
white children alike."

— Presjden Barack Cbama, 2008

Change is painf. Change takes time, Change is trial and error, but isn't
change uftimately brought about by leadership which has the ability to
rally all the policy makers around the all important higher purpose - that
of educational excellence?

Yes we can ciose the achievament gap. Yes we can Improve our teachers, Yes we can Improve our
overali education sysiem. Difficut as these changes are io face now, what is the altsrnative in five years
time for owr students and our natlon If we don't?

This week in The Giobal Search for Education, | asked Professor Linda Darling-Hammend, with her vast
exparience in education research, teaching and policy, io focus on Ghange we Gan baleve in.

Linda is Charles E. Ducommun Professor of Education af Stanford Uriveraity, She ts a former president of
the American Educaticnal Research Assoclation and member of the Natlonal Academy of Education, in
2008, Darling-Hammond was named one of the natior's len most influsntial people affecting educaticral
policy over the last decace. in 2008-08, she headad President Barack Obams's aducation pollcy
transition team, President Obama owns a copy of her best-selling book, The Flat World and Education;
How America's Cornmitment lo Equity Wil Determine our Fulure,

What Is the impact of poverty on educatlonal quality?

Poverty influances outcomes araund the plobe, bitt the effects of socicaconomic status on students’
achievemert are larger In the US than In most other courtrles, Students In more affluent communities do
very wel. For example, on PISA, US studants in schools senving fewer than 10% of kids in poverty rank
apove all other countrias in the world In reading. Meanwhile, students in schools with high poverty rank
near the bottom. One of the unspoken ssues in the United States Is thal we have mors and mere ids
living in poverty (1 in 4 overall -- far more than any other indusiriaiized country), and more and mora
schools catering to children in concertrated poverly (retio of over 50% of children), Those are schools
that also often get fewer resources from the stete, Because of the recesalon, ol iattered safety net, owr
not paying atterticn to the lasuss of growing poverty, the share of Hgh poverly schools Is Increasing. In
high-achieving couniries, thare are virtually no schools where more than 10% of the chiidren five In poverty
because In general, chidhcod poverty rates are much lower,

What does that mean [n terms of changes we need to make?

I would argue that we have to think aboul changas in two ways. The last time we mada major headway
on these Isslies was in the 1860's and 70's when we had the war on poverty and we brought poverty,

unemployment and segregation rates down. The achievement gap (between rich and poor} closed by

more than Iiyee quarters In a very short perod of ime (15 years beiween the aarIF 19708 and the
mid-1980s). There were lnvestments In wbarn s s, In teachers, In teacher tralning, in teacher

distribution that made a huga difference. Had we cortinued with those polices, we would have had no ¥/

racial achisvement gap by the year 2000. Inhe 1580', We ended all (hosa programs and never really

Tegrodped.

We have to address the problems now from both sides. On one hand, poverly and segregation are
getting worse, and policymakers do nof wank 16 falk about it. On the other hand, we alsc have Lo address
the issus of what we da o improve schools. A racent analysls of the achievement gap shows apout a
third of the achievemert gap betwsen affluent and poor students In $ih grade is present at kindergarten,
That's becauss ilds are growing up in very differsnt kinds of communities whh different learnirg
opportunities within the famity and within the communily, We've sesn huga reductions in the achisvement
gap where communities have put high qualty pre-schocls In place. New Jarsey is an example. The other
two-thirds of the echievernent gap Is dus o summer learing loss, Wealthy studente continue o Increase
their learning during the summen, whils low-income students iose ground. Wa have to improve education
from September to June, but we also have {0 put In place summer iearning opportunities.

Then inside of school we have to equalize sccess to high quallty teachers, and we have 1o Improve the

¥




training of our teachers, which other countries have done, We have to gel & cumiculum that is focused on
high order thinking and performance skllis Instead of bubbiing in on multipie cholee tests, Our kids are
definitely disadvantaged because they are navar asked on our tests to do the kinds of things that PISA
asks them to do and ofhar countries teach them to do: more focus on skils of research and analysis,
requiring writing, thinking and expressing yow ideas,

Is there a fast track fo fix this?

Many of the courtrigs that were low achieving and are now high achieving made huge gains In & decads.
We cold make strong galns quickly  we could get fooused. A coupls of things need to happen. We need
to erd the practice of allowing peopls to teach withoul trainng. There are stetes lixe Connecticui and
North Caroling which pul in place refarms In the 19005 whera they raisad salaries for teachers, raised
standards for laachers for entry, preparation, and licensing, put In place induction programs {0 measws
good teaching with slrorg performance assassments as wel @s support. In a few years they went from
teacher sharlages fo surpluses, improved ihe quality of the leaching force, and raised sfudsni
achievement. One of the prablems wa have In the Unied States however is that we tend to focus, make
progress, and then backslide. Wa're good innovators in lerms of starting suscessful projects and
programs in schocls, but without the emphasis thal is needed to maintain the system,

is there a disconnest between education systems and the real werld, L.e. the kind of sducation
systomns Kids need to excel in the 21t century?

I balisve the disconnect is a concern in the United Kingdom as well as the United States, Too often policy
makers and educaors tink abod a curriculum that consists of the facts you need o Know across your 12
years of school, and schools are asked to make sure that siwlenls leam those facts instead of being able
to use knowledge for complex problem solving, or being abls to collaborate effectively. We need to
expand studanis gxpariences to corred 1o the world oul of school and we nead to enable them io use
technology to explore the world of ideas and to create new products, The change in mindset has to
happen, first, at the governmental level, and it has to be reflected in studert assessment. You ses {his
change in mindset in places like Finland and Singapore whare the govarnments are moving ahead with an
idea about what schools shoud be dolng to accommodate the Kinds of jobs that are gelng te be available,
the kinds of thinking and knowledge and creativity that are going 1o be needed. You do rot see this
change in mindsat yet In the LS. Nearly all of our curricdum | organized around multiple choice testing.

Is academic pressure creating a problem for the well belng of students?

Human baings are learning creatures, From the minute human beings are born there is a drive to learn.
The question is how do you bulld on that drive 1o Jearn In the school environment? Whan people are faced
with challenges they fest are irrelevart, that drive to lsarn diminlshes. Of couraa, ohildren might not think
they need io do some of what is neadsd to be a producive adult In a challenging world, However, so
much of what we need lo accomplish can be done in a way that [s engaging, productive, and can combine
the joy of learning and work.

i saw this viMdly in two different classrooms that one of my children experienced in 1st grade, One was a
school that was all about cortrel. The kids could not talk or move. They were punished when they made &
sound. [t was an awfu smircnmert, so we moved har. She want into a new dassroom where kids were
being sclentific in their spacas (their community, thelr schoof), doing stimulating prajects, writing their own
bocks and publishing them. All the kids were engaged, wanted o work hard, and learmed about ten tmeas
more than in the rigld school. So part of ihe streas issue has to do with the way we are structuring the
work in schodls, becausa i [s often al odds with the way people really learn. We need fo rethink that and
need tp rethink the backward-looking testing sysiems that we cyrrently use, which make pacple belleve
that Is what yeu have to do in school,

How do you s#6 the role of the arts and creativity?

1 am & musician by training. The arls are important for their own sake for alf of the things they develop in a
numan being: ways of being, ways of thinking, ways of expressing, We also know that the arts help kids
learn ather subjects like math and English, Our problem with this in {he Liniled States is the narrow view of
much of the policy commnunity. It's not that schools or educators or parerts don'i see the velus of the Arts,
W's lack of gwarensss from the policymakers who have 8 narraw oid Tactory model view {hat schodl Is all
about progucing reading and math scores. The problem s worse in poorly funded schocls,

We resd a balanced vision of education whare there is an appreciation for the whole parsen and for what .

it means {o deveiop a human being. | wish | had a magle ward, My message 1o the policy community
woud be "wake up and smeil the coffee.”

* {nthe United States we have been on the opposite course of courlries that have been succeeding
educationally for at least the past ten years. The conversations in Washingion are very remote from the
corversalions In everyday pecple's lives across the couniry, The paiitics are still very narrow. We need
anliightered leaders who are wiling to learn mare abowl education Imternationally and af homs, Let's $hink
abeu whal wa wart to achieve. Let's think aboul how we're going to get there.
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MORATORIUM ON
SCHOOL CLOSINGS

For too long, CPS and the Board of Education have claimed they could improve our schools by closing them. Scheol
closings, “turnarounds,” and privatizations have targeted African American and Latino neighborhoods for years, The
voices of our communities have been ignored as we have demanded an end to school actions that destabilize our
neighborhoods, take resources from our students and increase racial inequities in Chicago.

The Board of Education’s plans will disrupt students’ education in 133 schools, 23% of our public schools! These
actions will take educational resources from communities that have already lost the most. For years, schools have
been starved of the resources that our students deserve, with overcrowded classes, outdated text books, no air
conditioning, inadequate heat, unsafe playgrounds and leaky roofs. We need an immediate moratorium on all
schoaol closings, turnarounds and charter school expansions for one year. We need an Elected and
Representative School Board. We have been ignored for too long. As an advocate for my chitd and my community,
1 demand that no plan for school actions be made without our communities at the decision-making table.
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Please fax completed petitions to the CTU Organizing
Department.Fax: 312-329-2527. Or email:
arganizing@ctulocall.com

. Petition created in-house by union staff.
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CHICAGOD
PUIRLIC
SCHGOLS

CPS

Chicago Public Schools

Office of Access and Enrollment 125 South Clack Steeet, 10" Floor  Chicago, Tilinois 80603
Telephone 773-563-2060 FAX 773-553-2061

Kathryn Ellis
Executive Director

April 12, 2013

Lettrice Jamison
Kenneth Sanders

5846 W Cortland Street
Chicago, IL 60639

Dear Parent/Guardian of Kenneth Sanders:

As you are aware, your child's current school has been identified as potentially being affected by a school acticn.
The transition materials that you received indicated that your child would be assigned to ene of 2 schools. This letter
is to inform you that, if the proposed action is approved by the Chicago Board of Education at its May 22™ meeting,
your child's welceming school will be Ellington.

1t you are interested in exploring other opticns, you will need to submit a Standard Flementary Application by April
19™ to the Office of Access and Enrollment. The application and the list of schools to which you can apply were
included in your transition materials. If you do not have the application and the school Hsting, please contact the
Office of Access and Earollment at (773) 533-2060 or pae@cps.edu, and we will be glad to send them to you.

Sincerely,

Yot €04

Kathryn Ellis
Executive Director

KE:kbh



